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Thank you for this invitation.

Today, I would like to explore a connection that is both profound and too often overlooked: the relationship between music and sustainable development.

At first glance, these two worlds appear to have little in common. One belongs to the arts and speaks to our emotions; the other concerns the environment that sustains human life. Yet, on closer examination, they are deeply interconnected. Music possesses a unique capacity to transcend cultures and languages, awaken empathy, mobilize communities, and inspire collective action. Science enables us to understand climate change. Politics seeks to negotiate solutions. Technology provides many of the tools for change. But none of these, by themselves, can transform the values and behaviours upon which a sustainable future ultimately depends. That is where culture—and particularly music—has an indispensable role to play. Music does not replace science or public policy; it gives them a human voice. It transforms data into emotion, awareness into engagement, and concern into collective action.It can transform complex environmental challenges into deeply personal experiences, making sustainability not merely a scientific or political objective, but a shared human responsibility.

History repeatedly demonstrates that music has been a powerful catalyst for social change. It has accompanied struggles for civil rights, peace and justice, giving voice to aspirations that political discourse alone could not fully express. Environmental awareness has followed a similar path. One of the earliest and most influential examples was Marvin Gaye's Mercy Mercy Me (The Ecology), released in 1971, which brought issues of pollution and environmental degradation into mainstream popular culture long before climate change became part of the global political agenda.

Over the past five decades, environmental protection has evolved into one of the defining challenges of our time. The ecological movement has expanded beyond conservation to embrace sustainable development, responsible resource management and environmental stewardship. Yet achieving these goals depends not only on scientific innovation and public policy, but also on changing public attitudes and behaviour. This is where culture—and particularly music—can make a unique contribution.

It was with this conviction that Melody for Dialogue among Civilizations embarked on its own journey.

Since its creation in 2004, Melody has sought to use music as a universal language to promote dialogue, harmony and peace through multicultural concerts and international forums. As global concern over climate change intensified, we broadened this cultural mission to include environmental awareness, convinced that artistic expression could help bridge the gap between scientific knowledge and public engagement.

Our first major environmental initiative took place in Geneva in 2009 alongside the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen. Under the theme Music for a Green Planet, artists from diverse cultural traditions came together to promote environmental responsibility while supporting the planting of one million seedlings for the reforestation of the Balkans. The symbolic planting of the first tree in a Geneva park became a tangible reminder that cultural initiatives can inspire practical environmental action.

This commitment continued in New York, where, in partnership with New York University and Northeastern University, we organized concerts and academic forums exploring the relationship between music, water and environmental sustainability. In Hangzhou, Maestro Tan Dun premiered a composition dedicated to Melody, demonstrating how artistic creativity can become a powerful vehicle for environmental reflection.

Recognition of this approach came in 2012, when Melody received the Aspen Institute Award for its innovative use of music as an instrument of cultural diplomacy. In Beijing, together with UNESCO's International Centre for Creativity and Sustainable Development, we organized a series of dialogues examining the relationship between music, culture and environmental sustainability. More recently, in 2021, Melody convened two international forums bringing together leading urban planners, architects and cultural leaders to explore how sound, culture and urban design contribute to healthier and more sustainable cities.

Perhaps the most ambitious expression of this vision was Earth, Home, presented at UNESCO with the participation of 167 artists and singers from around the world. Combining music with immersive three-dimensional visual technology, the performance offered a compelling artistic reflection on climate change and humanity's relationship with nature. Under the direction of Maestro Wang Ning, music and imagery combined to convey both the beauty and the fragility of our planet, reminding audiences that environmental protection is not simply a technical challenge but a moral and cultural imperative.

The production deliberately focused on tangible manifestations of environmental degradation. Rather than speaking only in abstract terms about climate change, it highlighted issues that people encounter in everyday life, including waste, pollution and the growing crisis of plastic debris in our oceans. Particular attention was given to the Great Pacific Garbage Patch—an immense accumulation of floating plastic in the North Pacific Ocean, covering an area larger than many countries. Through powerful visual imagery and music, audiences were invited to reflect on the often invisible consequences of human activity and the urgent need to rethink our relationship with the natural world.

Those engaged in environmental advocacy understand that lasting change requires sustained public awareness. Protecting forests, conserving water, reducing waste and promoting clean energy ultimately depend upon informed and engaged citizens. Scientific research and environmental policies provide the necessary framework, but culture gives these issues a human voice. Art, music and education shape values, influence behaviour and inspire the collective responsibility upon which sustainable development ultimately depends.

The ecological crisis confronting humanity today is not solely an environmental challenge; it is also a cultural one. If human actions have contributed to the degradation of our planet, then human creativity must become part of its restoration. Music alone cannot solve climate change, but it can inspire the empathy, solidarity and shared commitment that make meaningful change possible.

That is why we continue to believe that music is far more than entertainment. Properly harnessed, it becomes a force for education, dialogue and hope—and a powerful partner in building a more sustainable future.

Science will continue to expand our understanding of climate change. Governments will continue to negotiate policies and international agreements. Engineers will continue to develop cleaner technologies. Yet none of these efforts will succeed fully unless they are accompanied by a transformation in human attitudes, values and behaviour. That transformation is ultimately cultural.

This is why we believe that music is not simply an art form. It is an instrument of education, dialogue and shared responsibility. It reminds us that before humanity can build a more sustainable planet, it must first learn to care for it.

Science explains climate change. Politics negotiates climate policy. But culture changes human behaviour.

Let me finish with this memorable wordings:

If music can help reconcile cultures, perhaps it can also help reconcile humanity with the Earth itself. Governments, scientists, educators, artists, businesses, civil society and citizens all have different roles to play. None can solve the environmental crisis alone. Sustainability, like a symphony, depends on harmony rather than dominance.
