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Topic: Digital Books: What is happening now: Opportunities and Challenges
Publishers, authors, distributors, librarians, and readers have all been faced with unprecedented opportunities and challenges in a digitized world. The publishing industry in the digital era is featured with a rich diversity of products, experiencing rapid transformation and upgrade with new technology, faced with increasing economy of scale, with private companies taking a leading role. The digital revolution has also been reshaping the library service system, with more and more electronic publications becoming available and in demand, and newer and more convenient carriers of information. We notice that digital reading has become an increasingly important forms of reading and has a large consumer base.
Faced with the tremendous challenges in the digital age, the solutions are to integrate traditional publication with digital and other hi-­‐tech forms of publications. It is important to gear the industry toward a more knowledge-­‐based service model and see synthetic publication as the future direction. The industry needs to apply the latest and more sophisticate digital technology and utilize the mobile internet as the key carrier of digital consumption. Future developments of libraries lie in inter-­‐library sharing of resources with digitized technology, integrated knowledge-­‐based and innovated forms of service. We also call for reform and innovation in management of the industry. Innovation in industrial organization in areas such as merger, capital acquisition; and breakthroughs in commercial management modes are key to the sustainable development of the industry.
Summary of talks in Working Group #2
Topic: Digital World: Challenges for Publishing Industries and Distribution
The digital age has posed new opportunities for growth as well as challenges for traditional publishing and retail markets. The industry is faced with the dilemma of a rapid growth in digital publishing and the relative unwillingness of the general public to pay for digital publications. It seems , therefore, there is a need for development of new concepts for publishing industries to adapt better to an environment in which the barriers between authors and readers are minimized.
There is also a need for publishers to find new business models to capitalize on i.e, the Chinese market, due to Chinese customers’ lower willingness to pay for eBook content;

Some thought should be given to the possible transformation of books to include digital capabilities such as multimedia, interactivity, and social functionality.
New “access” distribution models such as subscription

could also provide more solutions for consumers in finding books in a veritable “ocean” of content; 
The newly acquired role by the mobile Internet and how it will play a role in education and in digital publishing must be reviewed further.

 

Cross-national knowledge sharing and dialogue can help publishing industry to solve common problems.
 It is necessary to find more personalized and direct way of reaching customers, and to engage readers interactively. 
We also need to explore a more innovative and faster forms of payment, such as subscription; and participant marketing, such as the pay per view model

Facing the importance of coexistence between  traditional and digital publication, we propose that: 

-To ensure maintaining a dual systems for digital and hardcopy books in order to provide for protection of cultural and heritage of mankind in those books which can not be easily transform to a new digital format. 


-To make extra efforts in training, research  and development  through networking among promoters 
Summary of discussions in Working Group #3

Topic: Digital World: Challenges for Libraries and Archival Systems

          Librarians have pioneered in introducing digital technology in their works as a privileged tool for the accomplishment of their mission as well as preservation and dissemination of their collections. 

         Current challenges for libraries with regard to preservation of digital objects and network resources, usually call for Internet archiving in order to protect and collect the rich contents. Often ephemeral. Libraries compile those materials, as considered a primary resource for study and research 
Librarians are responsible intermediaries in assisting users on how best search and identify appropriate contents in the Internet. Libraries should provide more content service in the digital section and act as a platform for interaction between readers. A digital solution can also benefit the so called orphan works, still copyright protected but their right holders are unknown.  

        Both Internet archiving and legal deposit E-book require revised legal frameworks related to extensions of copyright exceptions in favor of libraries. 

         Libraries benefit a lot from new developments of technology. Yet we call for more innovative technical solutions such as 

1) visual lecture of books

2)  skimming in electronic books

3) Need to develop new interface

4) Reading with a digital role

       Due to the lack of technology and software available to libraries, and the fact that libraries are not a profitable partner to publishers, publishers are reluctant to make e-books available through library lending. 
We propose innovative ways to overcome this obstacle and to promote cooperation between libraries and publishers through one or all of the following means:
1) Pay-per-use paying model, which enables unlimited number of and simultaneous loans.

2) Virtual currency for readers

3) Different pricing for different books in terms of popularity or based on other criteria

4) Commercial promotion for publishers in exchange for limited period of free lending of electronic publications

5) Digitalize works of cultural heritage and make them available to the public

6) Establish collective management center for libraries to acquire licensing from various publishers.

     We propose new roles for public libraries and call for : 

1) open  digital library system to general public, 

2) play a more active role in intellectual property rights protection, 

3) establish inter-library links domestically and internationally, and 

4) seek government finance to support library efforts to offer latest and popular ebooks. 
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Topic: Piracy: How to Safeguard the authors’ rights? Need for new global rules in a digitalized world
The challenging task of the digital era is fighting against piracy. Other challenges include, technological advancement, fragmentation in laws governing the protection of intellectual property, time lag in legislation, and lack of understanding of copyright issues  by various professions such as the Judiciary, and inadequate resources to protect intellectual property.
We therefore call for introduction of new laws and urgent regulatory standards to fight piracy in the digital era. Detailed and clear legislation in this regard is vital for effective execution.  Judicial modifications and clear legal interpretation should help fight piracy.  High-­‐stake punishments for piracy are also necessary. We also propose innovations and more flexibility in rules to protect intellectual property rights.
In addition, cooperation and coordination among media, law enforcement, and all parties concerned have proved effective in the fight against piracy. Moreover, Contractual agreements among all parties concerned to protect intellectual property rights are of great importance, too.
We ask for international cooperation and more advanced technical solutions in safeguarding intellectual property rights and copyrights. Targeted control of intellectual property right protection is another effective measure. We propose that the industry provide more intensive and professional training for web editors in this regard. There is also the need to seek balance between providing convenient reading and protection of copyrights.
