Multilateralism or Manufactured Global Governance

An urgent call to deal with post COVID19 upheavals
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This year, we -along with the rest of the world- are celebrating the 75th anniversary of the most important multilateral entity ever created, -the United Nations This institution came about in the wake of World War II, when the world was looking to emerge from a tragic era filled with wars and conflicts and attendant political and economic turmoil. The U.N. was founded on the belief that ensuring security and solving global challenges requires countries to work together.

The UN Secretary-General’s 75th anniversary message to the General Assembly was entitled  “The Future We Want, the UN We Need: Reaffirming our Collective Commitment to Multilateralism”.
Throughout its existence, the annual meetings of the General Assembly were always perceived and considered as an opportunity to gather political momentum, strategically useful to help realize global agreements and promote international cooperation. This year, the opening meeting of the UN /GA -for the first time since its inception- was held in an empty hall where heads of States and Foreign Ministers of 193 member States missed the opportunities of face to face exchanges and dialogues due to restrictions imposed by the COVID19 pandemic.
The most significant accomplishment of the UN at its 75th celebration, however, was a general Declaration of Principles adopted by its membership on 21 September 2020 in which they recommitted themselves to uphold the principles of multilateralism. They agreed that multilateralism is not an option but a necessity in order to build back a more equal, more resilient, and more sustainable world, 
Beyond this joint declaration, it seems the upcoming election in the United States, has forced the membership to keep the UN in suspense or in a holding pattern. That’s a pity, because the very moment demanded something more: today’s world need in more than ever a reinvigorated U.N to deal with the wreckages caused not only by a deadly new virus, but by a global economic slump, growing geopolitical rivalries, an upsurge in poverty and hunger as well as a climate emergency.
In his message at the opening of the High-level Commemoration of the 75th anniversary session, the UN Secretary-General warned that while “The world has a surplus of multilateral challenges,  {it suffers} from a deficit of multilateral solutions, while no one wants a world government, we must work together to improve global governance.”
Is Multilateralism Waning?
The global crises are multiplying, from pandemics to climate change and beyond. In recent years the gradual demise of multilateralism has been manifested manifolds: the United Nations Security Council 5 veto powers are no longer representing like- minded countries – G7 summits in the course of the past 3 years could not agree on a common final declarations; the US withdrawal from the 2015 Paris climate deal agreement; UNESCO, WHO, and legal adjunction of the World Trade Organization (WTO) gave rise to uncertainties and worries. 
Rising inequality, growing social divisions and a deepening economic crisis gave rise to populists, extremists and nationalist movements around the world demanding condemnation of multilateralism and globalization as causes for inequality. 
What a difference the passage of 5 years make? In 2015, the GA approved the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, which were the affirmation of the promises of multilateralism and which reinforced the common quest for the elimination of extreme poverty, the tackling of the climate crisis and achieve sustainable development goals. 
Globalization was to provide global organizations with a superior competitive position and lower operating costs. It was to provide gains in greater number of products, services and consumers. The resultant competition was to widen choices, help diversify resources, and to create and develop new investment opportunities. 

Consequently, globalization was to transform production chains, impact the class structures, the labor processes, the resort to technology and the structure and organization of capital. 
Although, for several decades, the world had reaped unprecedented benefits from the fast growing globalization, but its inherent glaring problems, by creating a class structure and a division between winners and losers and uneven achievements in the global markets, creating major challenge leading to a fragmentation of progress. These and other negative consequences led to rising doubt among the broader public that the costs associated with globalization may outweigh its benefits, especially in the short-run. 
Embracing globalization created also a challenge for policy makers since it led to a reduction in the importance of nation states, and continued to change the global system where corporate actors could increasingly determine the policy orientation and power of states and their politics. This transformative force sometimes led to a loss of control within a locality and shifted the focus of power in varying proportions above and below the territorial state. 

Today, we witness that multilateralism in both its global and national versions and across the whole range of issues is under severe strain and subjected to serious blows especially by the US, policies driven by the slogan “America First”.  Other slogans such as “take back control” used by many citizens in the US and part of Europe, has signified that segments of societies are attributing hardships ensued from increasing inequality, marginalization, job losses and declining wages to the globalization of trade. And multilateral arrangements.
The rising populism in the US and Europe is not something happening out of the blue that can be ignored. As many analysts believe, it surely resulted from and is enhanced by the persistently widening income and wealth gap from the disparate gains between the capital and the labor. These are the root causes that keep feeding the populist anger against the elites in the US and some European countries. In such circumstances, fake and alternative truths forming people’s opinion and social media have become dominant factors in shaping the dynamics of the world politics and social order of today. 

A rising sentiment of protectionism, calls for reconsideration of multilateral agreements and claims unilateral political superiority have become the natural consequence of these paradigm changes signaling the onset of a reduced dominance of the present established model of global governance and a widespread doubt about the adequacy of the present world order.

On the other hand, the Chinese proactive approach to the provision of global commons has intensified through Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), the RCEP and the new free trade agreement related to the “One Belt & One Road” Initiative and promoting a new thinking of common development in global governance.
Emergence of COVID 19 
A deglobalization tendency accelerated as a result of COVID 19 and its related impacts. It resulted in a primordial quest for self-preservation, a reduction in movements and contacts and an increase in the distance both between countries and among people and forced shifting attitudes more towards self-preservation and unilateral policies. 

COVID19 has put life in reverse gear and erased what was achieved in the past four decades, through broadening multilateralism, respect for cultural diversity, increasing world trade, the fight against poverty,
And all other trends that had been defining geo-political collaborations. Prolonged impact of this virus can cause deep recessions and tighter restrictions on the cross-border movements of good, people and lack of interconnections, changes in personal consumption, work patterns, greater home working and digitally based meetings, changes to leisure, recreation, travel and increased use of smartphone based personal health management.  All these new trends make people more fearful of crowded public transportation, restaurants, concert halls and sport stadiums and will tend to reduce their movements and contacts.  They may even give rise to a trend towards localization and de-urbanization and   an avalanche of other future systemic shocks. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare the world’s fragilities –from an epochal health crisis, the biggest economic calamity and job losses (since the Great Depression), to an impending climate catastrophe, widening societal divisions and dangerous new threats to good governance. It is not far from truth to say that this pandemic shook the foundations of our world to the core. 
 It pushed us towards the worst recession in decades, with terrible consequences for the most vulnerable.
 And wiped away the progress achieved over decades. 

Today, for the first time in 30 years, poverty is rising. Human development indicators are declining and we are careening off track in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

COVID-19 was not only a wake-up call but it seems a dress rehearsal for the world of challenges to come. 

These dramatic changes, however, require dramatic shifts in our aspirations, behavioral patterns, prosperities, cultural affinity, harmonious dialogues and a call for a new world order and diplomacy.
Need for a new manufactured multilateralism and global governance
The requirement for a new world order of course, it is not just addressed tot China and the US.  It is about the changing political and economic landscape of the world we live in, it is about the “rebalancing” or “convergence” between the developed and developing nations on a scale that has not been seen since the industrial revolution. In other words, global governance may be undergoing a historical change from  “Western governance” to “co-governance by East and West” in order to make re-globalization work.
COVID-19 threatened decades of progress, but it also provided an opportunity to do things differently, to imagine better future, to harness humanity’s capacity for change and progress. Recognizing that a microscopic virus has brought the world to its knees. now is the time for bold choices. As was stated by UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed at the closing session of the UN 75th anniversary, “While, the pandemic has upended the world, but that upheaval has also created space for something new”. 
“Our world cannot afford a future where the two largest economies split the globe in a Great Fracture — each with its own trade and financial rules and Internet and artificial intelligence capacities. We must avoid this division and competitions at all costs” as underlined by the UN /SG at the closing session of the 75th General Assembly.
Multilateralism will need a brand new narrative.
This narrative should convey clearly why such need for reform is being called for. An emerging new multilateralism must benefit directly the citizens of the global community and work across different levels of politics — local, regional, national, and global.

A New Global Deal must be rooted in a fair globalization, based on the rights and dignity of every human being. On living in balance with nature, and on our responsibilities to future generations.  We need to inject a new life into the UN and its principal organs to ensure its political impartiality and financial independence. We must make the UN immune to political power plays and the narrow objectives driven by one or other major donors. We must thrive for integration of the principles of sustainable development into all our decision-making processes. We must shift our focus from waste of resources towards a sustainable, green, resilient and equitable future for all.  To fully achieve these goals, we need an inclusive, robust universal and far-reaching system that is driven by innovations, delivers for people, and protects our planet (The future we want: Sustainable Development Goals, UN).
