Discussion topics of the Second Meeting of the First Session of the Advisory Committee to the International Center for Creativity and Sustainable Development under the auspices of UNESCO (Category 2)

The wide-spreading COVID-19 has posed a great threat to the global economic development, people’s health and well-being and the realization of UN 2030 SDGs. According to the UNDP, the overall level of Human Development Index (HDI) will see a decline for the first time since 1990. Additionally, the downward trend of poverty rate over the past two decades may be reversed due to the economic impact cased by the COVID-19. The population affected by the severe food shortage might be doubled compared with that of 2019, amounting to 265 million. The schools’ shut-down has affected over 90% students worldwide. On the one hand, hundreds of millions of jobs have disappeared. The practitioners in creative industries, as the ICCSD’s key focus, are one of the most affected groups. On the other hand, new technologies and creativities are emerging and put into application, for maintaining virtual exchanges during the social distancing time. The online meetings and forums, cloud exhibitions and performances are increasingly popular in our lives. But for the less technology advanced countries, the wide use of new technologies may further widen the gap between rich and poor. Some of the above impacts might be less severe or even disappear when the COVID-19 dies down and the vaccines are available. But still, some of the impacts will last and even become the new normal of our lives. In this background, how to drive sustainable development via innovation and creativity in such a changeable time, has become the new topics we must discuss:  
1. The impact of COVID-19 on globalization and the creative economy: new thinking for a new normal
a) How has the pandemic affected globalization in general and the creative economy in particular?

b) Can we identify new creative measures and approaches that have arisen during the pandemic?

c) How have cities and countries engaged in new and creative modes of cooperation during the pandemic?  

d) How have (and how can) cities contributed to the reinforcement of the creative economy in conditions of the pandemic?

e) What "new normal" will be emerging once the world has overcome the pandemic? How did the pandemic affect measures to combat climate change?

f) How has the pandemic affected the pursuit of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals?

2. Innovative and creative measures to cope with the pandemic in urban environments
a) How have creative and artistic measures helped to cope with the pandemic in urban settings?

b) How has culture been affected and safeguarded during the pandemic period?

c) Provide examples for a new type of cooperation among cities in the pandemic situation.

d) What innovative scientific approaches have emerged at city levels to tackle the pandemic? How can science help to deal at the city level with the pandemic?

e) Does the 2020 experience offer particular lessons from which we can learn for developing responses to future pandemics?

f）Since ICCSD focuses on creative cities, how can we adjust our research accordingly to provide timely practical support, and cooperate more closely with UCCN and its member cities?

3. Building capacities for sustainable development through research, communication and digital tools (including online forums, multilingual training modules, apps and AI)
a) Identify a set of measures introduced and applied during the pandemic that has helped advance sustainable development  

b) Which digital tools have proven to be particularly valuable and effective during the pandemic? Are there tools which are especially relevant for attaining SDG 4 and for schools and universities?

c) What specific role can artificial intelligence play in coping with pandemic situations?

d) What contribution have different modes and methods of communication made during the pandemic?

e) Are there particular deficiencies in the field of research and communications which would have allowed to deal with the pandemic more effectively?

f) What training activities and seminars should ICCSD develop in a post-pandemic environment and offer for city managers and other stakeholders? Do you have any suggestions for possible partners in developing relevant training activities, materials and modules, in order to build a solid ICCSD training system?

